
Housing has become increasingly expensive in many urban centres around the world, creating a global economic 

problem with no easy policy solutions. Housing unaffordability has a pervasive influence on many aspects of economic 

life. It impacts intergenerational equity, affects retirement decisions, labour mobility and immigration, and raises 

major policy challenges at both local and national government levels.

This Special Issue of New Zealand Economic Papers will be devoted to addressing these questions using evidence 

based economic analysis. We welcome research on all aspects of this global economic problem, including its causes, 

consequences, and policy responses, as well as methodological approaches to its study and empirical analysis.
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